CHAPTER III.
THE WAR AND WAR SERVICES.
On that fateful day, August 4, 1914, the
declaration was made by His Majesty's Govern-
ment that England was in a state of war with
Germany. The news flashed throughout the
country amid the wildest scenes of an unparal-
lelled outburst of enthusiasm. Captain Wedg-
wood of course shared in this general enthu-
siasm, He was a gallant soldier and every
gallant soldier likes to participate in a just
war.' Let there be no mistake on this point.
There are doubtless many " gallant" soldiers
who delight in war, not because it is just, but
because it is war. The German militarists are
of this type : war to these is an end in itself,
and is to be courted rather than shunned.
Wedgwood ha'd of course distinguished himself
in the field, but he did not like soldiering for
the mere pleasure of the excitement that the
occupation afforded. He had higher aims, far
more noble ends: he was not a militarist; he
was a cultured humanitarian.
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